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A Slight Case of Backfire

It was fun while it lasted.

You men of the spearheads, shooting it out
with the Krauts, always had time for your favorite
indoor, outdoor, no-door sport—hurling contempt
over your shoulders at the rump-sprung softies of
the rear echelons. Made you feel better, probably
—and, anyhow, the rear-echelon jokers got used to
such abuse early in the game.

There was just one crack they couldn’t take
lying down. That was
when combat troops
sounded off on the
subject of preventive
maintenance. "lIt's
plenty solid up here,”
you'd boast, “but it
gets lousier and lous-
ier the farther back
you go."

Which might've
been the sorry truth, some places. But most places,
it's a matter of record that PM in the rear echelons
was absolutely on the ball—scheduled like clock-
work, thorough as hell. Maybe their lives didn’t
depend directly on their vehicles, the way yours did,
but that was no go as an excuse for neglect. Every
cluckin’ truck over there had a job to do. Not a one
of ‘em crossed the Atlantic just for the ride.

Okay—so you still say maintenance stank in the
rear echelons. Well, who's rear-echelon now?

Unless you're digging out Japs on Okinawa or
in the Philippines (as this is written), you're strictly
and suddenly rear-echelon yourself. Now that
crackerjack PM is no longer a combat necessity in
your area, does your maintenance smell so damn
sweet?

|t better had, brother. |t better had. The ships
that were bringing new vehicles to the ETO turned
right around in mid-ocean on V-E Day—and, as far
as you're concerned, there aren’t any more where
your last buggies came from.

You'll have to make those last ones last. And
you're the gents who can do it—back there in the
rear echelons with most of the rest of us. Preventive
maintenance is all it takes. Preventive maintenance
scheduled like clockwork, thorough as hell.
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